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SHORT SYNOPSIS
The Nature of Existence

All the Mysteries of human existence – Explained in one movie!
What if you asked the religious experts, gurus, scientists, and everyday people of the world why we exist?  Why are we here, and what are we supposed to do about it?  What started the Universe, and was it a mistake?  Does God exist, and why does he seem so interested in our sex lives?  After exploring the phenomenon of Trekkies, filmmaker Roger Nygard took on The Nature of Existence.  Nygard wrote down the toughest 85 questions he could think of, roamed the globe to the source of each of the world’s philosophies, religions, and belief systems, and interviewed people who have influenced, inspired, or freaked out humanity. 

His travels highlight the words of such luminary figures as Indian holy man Sri Sri Ravi Shankar (The Art of Living), evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins (The God Delusion), Chinese Taoist Master Zhang Chengda, Stanford physicist Leonard Susskind (co-discoverer of string theory), wrestler Rob Adonis (founder of Ultimate Christian Wrestling), confrontational evangelist Brother Jed Smock, novelist Orson Scott Card (Ender’s Game),  director Irvin Kershner (Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back), Stonehenge Druids Rollo Maughfling & King Arthur Pendragon and many more….

Applying an investigative approach to a spiritual quest, the film is a humorous and uplifting journey, presenting some of the most challenging ideas and extraordinary people you’ll ever see.  

If you only see one movie this year with all the answers, see The Nature of Existence.  

Director: Roger Nygard 

Producers: Roger Nygard, Paul Tarantino

Co-Producer: Billy Sullivan

Composer: Billy Sullivan

Cinematography: Roger Nygard, Paul Tarantino, Billy Sullivan

Editors: Roger Nygard, Paul Tarantino

Running Time: 93:50

Format: HDCam

Country: USA

Reviewer Quotes
5 star rating  *****

Noted for his quirky 1997 documentary TREKKIES, director Roger Nygard has taken his open-minded attitude and aptitude for locating incredible/insane people, and applied it to answering the big question: “Why do we exist?”  By locating beliefs in their geographical origins the link between culture and faith is exposed, and the beauty of the landscape and architecture is just as compelling as the views expressed in them.

Fiona Scoble, Festival Daily, Cambridge 

There are truly thoughtful ideas, insights and discussion, along with plenty of good-natured humor - some really great laughs. The journey is charming and highly entertaining - even hopeful. Roger has a wonderful way of seeking out and finding some of the most interesting people you could imagine...

Bill Hunt, The Digital Bits.com
I was thoroughly entertained… It is filled with one funny line after another, as Nygard finds a bunch of frequently bizarre characters to ask some very serious and fundamental questions about the nature of existence.

Steve Rhodes, RottenTomatoes.com 
…a stellar documentary…Nygard has real skill for finding interesting and, sometimes, bizarre people…

From religious pundits to sci-fi authors around the globe, Nygard covers all of these in the religious debate. Nygard balances the discussion by including the input of scientists. Some of the people interviewed are clearly crazy, but Nygard doesn't exploit them, he lets their statements speak for themselves, providing a few genuinely funny segments in the documentary. In one scene, a man yelling at college students explains that masturbation is the first step toward becoming a homosexual.

Michael Le Roy, The Spartan Daily, San Jose State University 

Director Roger Nygard sets out to answer the biggest question of all--Why do we exist? Along the way (and around the world), he interviews literally everyone who will offer an answer, making it a sort of world tour of philosophies. …a hilarious juxtaposition of contrasting ideas…so far ranging, so ambitious, and so all-encompassing that it’s impossible to digest it all in one screening. 

Jason Wiener, Jason Watches Movies
The Nature of Existence takes on the biggest themes imaginable.  Nygard presents soundbites from a dizzying quantity of scientists, authors and representatives of the world’s major faiths...it’s plenty lively and smart for a 90-minute film with such lofty goals. 

Curt Holman, Creative Loafing
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The 85 Questions
How would YOU answer?  
EXISTENCE

Why do we exist?

What is the best thing about existing?

What is our purpose?

Is the world a better place for having had humans in it?

How can we improve humanity?

What is the best advice or philosophy for living?

RELIGION

What is religion?

Why are there multiple religions?

Should religions be challenged?

Is skepticism a good thing?

Why do people get angry when their beliefs are challenged?

Which one Is right? Can all religions be correct?

What does fear have to do with belief?

Do we have a need to believe in something?

What is spirituality?

SCIENCE

Can religion and science coexist?

What’s the difference between religion and science?

Can a religion change with society?

Was man created or did he evolve?

GOD

Is there a God?

What is the definition of God?

What gives you certainty in your belief?

How do you deal with doubt?

Who created God?

Is God male or female?

What does God need from us?

Who is/are the Messiah(s)?

Who is the Devil?

FAITH

What is faith?

What is a fact?

How can we tell which is which?

TRUTH

What is truth?

How do we determine truth?

Which truth is right?

SCRIPTURE

Is the holy-book(s) literally true?

What is the origin of the holy book(s)?

How do we accept a holy book that positively portrays unacceptable behaviors like slavery, incest, murder, etc.?

Can we take what we like about a religion/belief system and make our own version and throw out the rest?

MORALITY

What is morality?

Is there a moral yardstick that applies to all cultures?

Where does morality, or our “conscience,” comes from?

Is altruism or morality possible without belief in a deity?

SIN

What is sin?

What is the punishment for sin?

Is thought the same as deed?

Does God want to test us? Why?

SEX

Should a person have sex before marriage?

Is masturbation a sin?

What determines sexual orientation?

Why is God interested in our sexual behavior?

Should women be treated differently than men?

FREE WILL

Do we have free will?

Is everything predetermined?

What entity predetermines fate or destiny?

SUFFERING

Why is there suffering?

What is best path to happiness?

Does God intercede in human tragedies?

PRAYER

Does prayer work?

If so, why does God allow holocausts, and disasters?

If not, why pray?

Does meditation work?

How does meditation work?

SOUL

What is a soul?

Do animals have souls?

Does a soul have the same thoughts and feelings when outside the body?

Does a soul does carry on our memories, and if not, what is a soul since it is our memories that make us up?

What purpose does a brain serve if a soul can exist and feel without it?

AFTERLIFE

Is there an Afterlife?

Where is it, where do we go after death?

Why do we need an afterlife?

LIFE

When does life begin?

When should abortion be allowed?

Is it ever appropriate to kill another person?

SUPERNATURAL

What are supernatural beliefs?

Are there extraterrestrials? Who are they?

Do psychics work, and if you are religious, are they allowed?

Where do the voices in our heads come from?

DOOMSDAY

Will there be a doomsday?

What is the greatest danger facing man’s existence?

How do we stop conflict?

Should different cultures be preserved, or are our cultural differences the source of strife?

Should political leaders invoke a deity in decisions or policy? 

FULL SYNOPSIS
THE NATURE OF EXISTENCE

All the Mysteries of human existence- Explained in one movie!
What is the most important question there is?  After exploring the phenomenon of STAR TREK fans in the acclaimed documentary TREKKIES, filmmaker Roger Nygard is taking on THE NATURE OF EXISTENCE, traveling the globe to the source of the world’s philosophies, religions, and belief systems, interviewing spiritual leaders, scholars, scientists, artists and others who have influenced, inspired, or freaked out humanity.
“I made a list of the eighty-five toughest questions I could think of,” said Nygard, “starting with biggest one, ‘why do we exist?’ and then I began interrogating the widest cross-section of humanity possible.” How would YOU answer?  What journey is more important than one that takes us closer to finding meaning in our existence?

Profiled in the film are people like Indian holy man, His Holiness Sri Sri Ravi Shankar (The Art of Living), who described his job as “dehusking” people:  “stress is the husk, which covers the light, the joy within a person.”  

Nygard spoke with Catholic Archbishop D’Ambrosio in Italy, who believed his is the true religion and said, “To believe in Christ is not easy.  But it’s not impossible.”  

In Athens, Georgia, Rob Adonis, founder of Ultimate Christian Wrestling, says he looks forward to the afterlife, “In Heaven I’m going to be perfect, I’ll have abs of steel, I’m going to be chiseled, I’m going to have a great tan.”  

24th generation Taoist Master Zhang Chengda of China’s Azure Cloud Temple on Taishan Mountain, China’s holiest mountain, said, “If you do good in this life, then you can continue practicing Tao in the afterlife.”

Islamic scholar Dr. Zakir Naik in Mumbai, India maintains, “In Islam, the Truth prevails, not majority.”

In England, evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins, author of The God Delusion, said, “Not only do you not need God, it’s positively counterproductive, if you are trying to understand the nature of Existence.”  

In Palo Alto, California, Leonard Susskind (co-discovered string theory)  explained that modern string theorists are coming to the conclusion that there is not just one Universe, but more likely trillions, if not an infinite number of Universes, all with laws of physics different from ours. 
Professor Li Shaoqiang, in Confucious’ home town of Qufu, China, explained that, “Chinese people worship Mao Ze Tung as god because he founded a country.”  

And over 100 others like Harvard psychologist and author Daniel Gilbert (Stumbling on Happiness), film director Irvin Kershner (Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back), novelist and Mormon Orson Scott Card (Ender’s Game), and Stonehenge Druids Rollo Maughfling & King Arthur Pendragon….

After a four-year world-wide odyssey beginning in 2005, the filmmakers had over 450 hours of footage to boil down to an hour and a half, to bring audiences the best and the most transcendental moments, to present a fascinating look at humanity, and our Universe, as seen through the eyes of some of the most interesting people on our planet, and perhaps, some of the most interesting beings in our Universe.
Running time:  93:50
ABOUT THE PRODUCTION
Roger Nygard’s journey to search for The Nature of Existence began at age seven when he realized that he would die some day.  That discovery shocked him.  Then at the age of thirteen when his father died, it brought the concept of mortality home, and Nygard continued wondering what the point of everything was.  It wasn’t until the events of 9-11 shocked an entire country into considering their own mortality that Nygard conceived of doing a documentary on the big questions.  He finally did something about it when he was invited to a STAR TREK convention in Tel Aviv, Israel in October, 2004.   “I often attend conventions when they screen my documentaries, but this time was different.  I thought that if I didn’t start shooting some footage while I was at the source of the major Western religions, I’d never do it.  The trip forced me to get organized.”  
Nygard began preparing his questions and formulating the documentary’s framework.  He tested his questions on his friend, composer Billy Sullivan.  Sullivan had worked with Nygard, composing music for his previous documentaries, and was interested enough in the subject matter to come on board. According to Sullivan, “When Roger asked me if I believed in God, and I said I did, he responded, ‘I hope God shows up during the making of this movie.’  I immediately thought... how do you not support that?”

When Nygard arrived at the Tel Aviv convention, organizers put him on stage for the traditional introduction, “I used that opportunity to announce the start of my new project, saying, ‘Hello, everybody.  Uh… I need a Rabbi!’”  The Star Trek fans helped arrange a meeting with Rabbi Boruch Kaplan in Jerusalem, who explained the concept of God being in a state of constant “isness,” and that events like the Holocaust are “a challenge to find God in that event.”  This became the first of 175 interviews over the next four years, across 4 continents.  
The interviews averaged two hours each, and some went as long as five hours.  “One of the hardest things for me to comprehend is how we can all firmly believe things that are so different, often contradictory. My goal was not to debate everybody, but to ask questions and let the answers fall where they may.”  In choosing his subjects, Nygard researched and found experts in all the major belief systems.  But he didn’t limit himself to the specialists, he included as wide a demographic as possible, so that the film would be a collection of many ideas.  

When Nygard began assembling the footage from the first interviews, he screened some of it for fellow filmmaker, Paul Tarantino.  Nygard had met Tarantino at the 1998 USA Film Festival in Dallas, Texas.  Nygard was there to screen his first documentary, TREKKIES, and Tarantino was unveiling his first feature, COURTING COURTNEY.  
Tarantino suggested that Nygard insert himself into the story.  Said Nygard, “I knew there had to be a narrator, someone to lead the viewer through the journey--and since it was my journey, I reluctantly stepped in front of the camera for the first time.  The audience learns what I learn as I learn it.”  He couldn’t very easily film himself, so he asked Tarantino if he could learn to use a camera too.  Nygard had read the manual and taught himself how to shoot—mainly because he couldn’t always rely on anybody else while traveling over a several year period.

Tarantino read that camera manual too and then joined Nygard, shooting the second camera, learning the most important rule for a cameraperson:  HOLD IT STEADY!  “Making this documentary is the kind of life changing event that sneaks up on you one interview at a time,” said Tarantino.  “Each and every interviewee has left a mark on me.”  

450 hours of footage may be a record for one documentary, but with a subject so complex, it seemed unavoidable.  The intensive editing process took two years.  Simply watching that amount of raw footage would take one person eleven 40-hour weeks.  The first cut was almost four hours.  The time it took to put a cut together was frustrating. “People talk about what ended up on the cutting room floor, let me tell you what’s on ours – two sequels and the first season of a compelling television series,” Tarantino only half joked.  “I looked at every frame we shot,” said Nygard.  “As we selected which footage to keep, my goal was not to judge people, but to try to understand them.  I hope the film helps people understand their own neighbor a little better.  Maybe that will help make it a little easier for us to get along too.” 
About the Filmmakers

ROGER NYGARD
(Director/Producer/Editor)

Roger Nygard has directed, produced, written, and edited for film and television. Nygard's first feature was the comedy, HIGH STRUNG, starring and written by comedian Steve Oedekerk.  His second feature was BACK TO BACK (a.k.a. AMERICAN YAKUZA 2), starring Michael Rooker.  BACK TO BACK screened at film festivals in Dallas and Seattle before premiering as an HBO Original Motion Picture.  But the film may be best known for having blown Bobcat Goldthwait to bits.

Nygard next directed and edited TREKKIES, a documentary described as "affectionate, nonjudgmental" (Hollywood Reporter & Daily Variety), or "terrifying, unsettling" (National Post), depending on who you ask. The film was acquired by Paramount Pictures and released theatrically in 1999.  Nygard followed that with a docu-comedy about UFO-enthusiasts, SIX DAYS IN ROSWELL, which was released in 2000, and called "...pants-peeing funny!" by Film Threat Magazine.  Nygard revisited Star Trek fans with TREKKIES 2, released worldwide by Paramount in 2004.

Jumping back to narratives, Nygard co-wrote, edited, and directed, SUCKERS, a dramatic- comedy about car salesman, starring Daniel Benzali, Louis Mandylor, and Lori Loughlin.  SUCKERS premiered at the US Comedy Arts festival in Aspen, was acquired by HBO in 2001, and aired on the IFC network -- it's hard to find a car salesman who hasn't seen it. The Minneapolis Star Tribune said, “...Roger Nygard’s exhilaratingly cynical car salesman film Suckers has the macho punch of a David Mamet drama.”  Nygard also edited two features for writer/director Mike Binder: THE SEARCH FOR JOHN GISSING and MAN ABOUT TOWN.
In television, Nygard has directed and edited episodes of the HBO series, THE MIND OF THE MARRIED MAN, as well as editing episodes of CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM, and directing episodes of the FOX series THE BERNIE MAC SHOW and THE LOOP, the NBC series THE OFFICE, and the DisneyXD series  ZEKE & LUTHER, and many others.  

Contact:  
ExistenceDocu@aol.com
www.RogerNygard.com 
PAUL TARANTINO
(Producer/Editor)
Originally from the great state of New Jersey, Paul Tarantino started in Los Angeles working with the improv comedy group The Groundlings.  His unique gift for comedic writing, editing, and direction lead to his award winning indie feature COURTING COURTNEY, which starred such notable comedy talents as: DANA GOULD, KATHY GRIFFIN, IAN GOMEZ, JULIA SWEENEY, RYAN STILES, TAYLOR NEGRON, and ANA GASTEYER.  The film premiered at the prestigious ROTTERDAM INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL in Europe and appeared on the Sundance Channel, among others networks.
 
Tarantino worked with ESPN to Produce/Edit the documentary series ESPN REEL CLASSICS UNCUT - as well as a series of award winning comedy shorts starring SAMUEL L. JACKSON, JOE THEISMANN, and CHRIS KATAN, which aired during the ESPY AWARDS. He has also written and edited episodes of the SYFY CHANNEL documentary series DESTINATION TRUTH, and the VERSUS documentary series SPORTS JOBS WITH JUNIOR SEAU.  Paul's work in television includes producing, directing, and editing GRACIE, TELLY, and PROMAX AWARD WINNING promos for Twentieth Television, TBS, and other high profile clients.
 
Tarantino's work as a playwright hit the stage in Los Angeles with the production of GIRLFRIEND EXPERIENCE.  Paul is also part of the Internet entertainment revolution having edited SONY PICTURES TELEVISION's original comedy series THE WRITERS ROOM, produced the IFC internet series PUSHING TWILIGHT, the BROADBAND series MOMLIFE WITH JEN & BARB, and produced/directed a web series for BRAVO that ties in with their hit show MILLIONAIRE MATCHMAKER.

Contact:  
Toastfilm@aol.com 



www.paultarantino.com 
BILLY SULLIVAN

(Composer/Co-Producer)
Billy Sullivan writes music for Film, Television, and Commercials and currently has over 45 albums, films, and soundtracks to his credit.  Most recently he scored the network series RUNNING WILD FROM TED NUGENT, and the 25th ANNIVERSARY SALE FOR PETCO Commercial.   He has also scored the films: WE LOVE YOU MRS.BEVINS, FEELING FAT, and RUNNING OUT OF TIME IN HOLLYWOOD, TREKKIES, TREKKIES 2, SIX DAYS IN ROSWELL, and SUCKERS 
Sullivan often works with composer David Newman, performing drums and percussion on movies such as: MY LIFE IN RUINS, CRAZY ON THE OUTSIDE, SPY NEXT DOOR, ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS, and SCOOBY DOO.
Sullivan has recorded, performed, and produced hundreds of recordings for artists all over the country and recently produced the debut album for recording artist ANNA MENKEN.
Contact:  
sullystone@mac.com 

www.sullystone.com 
“The Nature Of Existence”

Photo Captions

MAIN PHOTOS

01.
Roger Nygard interviews Baba Ramcharan Das, a Sadhu and his disciple, at the Kumbh Mela in Allahabad, India. In Hinduism, Sadhus often renunciate all material attachments, including clothing.
02.
Director Roger Nygard after reciving a “Tilak,” or “Bindi,” from a group of Hindu woman at the Kumbh Mela on the banks of the Ganges in Allahabad, India.

03.
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, feeding his pet elephant, at the Art of Living Ashram in Bangalore, India.

04.
Brother Jed Smock, confrontational evangelist, preaching to students at the University of Florida in Gainsville.

05.
Director/Producer Roger Nygard, confrontational evangelist Brother Jed Smock, and Producer Paul Tarantino.

06.
Rob Adonis, founder of Ultimate Christian Wrestling, with “Beautiful” Bruce Biggins in a headlock, in Athens, Georgia

07.
Rollo Maughfling, Archdruid of Stonehenge and of the Glastonbury Order of Druids, The Council of British Druid Orders' Stonehenge Officer.

08.
King Arthur Pendragon, official Swordbearer of the Secular Order of Druids, member of the Council of British Druid Orders, standing in front of King John’s Castle (aka Odiham Castle), built in the 13th century.
09.
Director Roger Nygard at the Great Wall of China north of Beijing.  Holding the camera is composer/cameraman Billy Sullivan.

10.
Aha, transpersonal undoing agent, leading a seminar.

11.
Director Roger Nygard in front of the portrait of Mao Tse-Tung at the entrance to The Forbidden City across from Tiananmen Square.

12.
Roger Nygard with Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, spiritual and humanitarian leader, founder of the international Art of Living Foundation, Bangalore, India.
13.
Roger Nygard with statue of Einstein, examining the theory of relativity, e=mc2, and fully understanding every aspect of the theory.

14.
Leonard Susskind, the Felix Bloch professor of theoretical physics at Stanford University, who co-discovered string theory.

15.
Richard Dawkins, British ethologist and evolutionary biologist, who holds the Charles Simonyi Chair for the Public Understanding of Science at the University of Oxford, author of The Selfish Gene, and The God Delusion.

100.
TNOE Poster Art

101.  
TNOE Poster Art #2

102. 
TNOE Menu Art

103. 
TNOE Logo

ADDITIONAL  PHOTOS

16.
Daniel Gilbert, Harvard College Professor of Psychology, author of the international bestseller Stumbling on Happiness.

17.
Amiri Baraka, New Jersey Poet Laureate, Author, Activist, Actor, Teacher, Theater director/producer.
18.
Julia Sweeney, Actor, Writer, Monologist (Letting Go Of God, And God Said, Ha!).

19.
Chloe Revery, 7th Grader, neighbor to Roger Nygard.

20.
Buddhist monks Miki Ozawa and Bokado Negoro in Bodh Gaya, India.

21.
Roger Nygard and Big Lenny Timpone, manager of Santarpio’s Pizza, East Boston.

22.
Matthew Alper, Neuro-theologist, author of The God Part of the Brain, New York, NY.
23.        Magus Peter H. Gilmore, High Priest, Church of Satan, New York, NY
24.
Composer/cameraman Billy Sullivan and director Roger Nygard at the Great Wall of China north of Beijing.
25.
Composer/cameraman Billy Sullivan at the Great Wall of China north of Beijing.

26.
Director Roger Nygard at the Sikh temple, Gurdwara Sis Ganj, in Delhi, India, discovering size does matter.
27.
Director Roger Nygard at the Sikh temple, Gurdwara Sis Ganj, in Delhi, India.

28. 
The Sadhu performs a public demonstration of yoga, in Varanasi, India.

29.
Roger Nygard,  at the Gandhi Memorial, Delhi, India.

28.
Director Roger Nygard at the entrance to the Mahabodhi Temple in Bodh Gaya, India, the site where the Buddha first became aware.

30.
Buddhist Monk Thenzing Wangcher, at the Namgyal (Tibetan) Monastery in Bodh-Gaya, India; the top of the Mahabodhi Temple in the background.

31.
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, leading 5000 people in a meditation seminar in Bangalore, India.
32.
Ann Druyan, co-author of the Cosmos series and book, co-producer of the film Contact, wife of the late Carl Sagan.

33.
Richard C. Carrier, author of Sense and Goodness without God.
34.
Sylvester James Gates, Jr., John S. Toll Professor of Physics, University of Maryland, College Park, MD.

35.
Professor David L. Wark, Professor of Physics, Imperial College London and the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, Oxford, England.

36.
Reverend Clinton Edison, Baptist pastor at the New Zion Missionary Baptist Church, and Holy Smoke Barbecue Restaurant.

37.
Michael Shermer, Executive Director of the Skeptics Society, Founding Publisher of Skeptic Magazine, Adjunct Professor of Economics at Claremont Graduate University, Pasadena, CA.

38.
Minister Tony Muhammad, leader of Muhammad Mosque No. 27, Western regional headquarters of the Nation of Islam, Los Angeles, California
39.
Joel R. Primack, professor of Astronomy and Astrophysics at the University of California, Santa Cruz, co-authored the Theory of Cold Dark Matter; and Nancy Ellen Abrams, she co-authored with Primack a prize-winning article on quantum cosmology and Kabbalah.
40.
Rollo Maughfling, Archdruid of Stonehenge and of the Glastonbury Order of Druids, with producer Paul Tarantino, in front of the Cerne Abbas Giant, or the 'Rude Man', the largest hill figure in Britain.

41.
Roger Nygard at Stonehenge, England.

42.
Rector & Senior Pastor Jo Hudson preaching at the Cathedral of Hope, the largest gay church on the planet, in Dallas, Texas.

43.
Rector & Senior Pastor Jo Hudson at the Cathedral of Hope, the largest gay church on the planet, in Dallas, Texas.

44.
Stained glass windows at the Cathedral of Hope, in Dallas, Texas.

45.
Dean Barlese, spiritual leader of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, in front of the maidens basket, one of the sacred tufa rock formations at the lake.
46.
Roger Nygard with Dean Barlese, spiritual leader of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, just north of Reno, Nevada.

47.
Swami Dharmananda Jain, Jainist, New Delhi, India.

48.
Roger Nygard with Stanford E. Woosley,  physicist, and Professor of Astronomy and Astrophysics, the director of the Center for Supernova Research at University of California, Santa Cruz.

49.
Dr. Steve Biller, Physicist, Sudbury Neutrino Observatory, Oxford, England.

50.
Sikh Kanwer Deep Singh at the Sikh temple, Gurdwara Sis Ganj, in Delhi, India.

51.
Folk Artist John Henry Toney with two of his works (watercolor on paper), at his trailer home in Seal, Alabama.

53.
Colt Derringer, backstage at Ultimate Christian Wrestling.

54.
V. S. Bhau Kalchuri, Baba Lover, and one of Avatar Meher Baba's mandali (close disciples), Meher Pilgrim Retreat, Ahmednagar.
55.
Roger Nygard interviewing V. S. Bhau Kalchuri, Baba Lover, and one of Avatar Meher Baba's mandali (close disciples), Meher Pilgrim Retreat, Ahmednagar.

56.
Director Roger Nygard interviewing Japanese Buddhist monks Miki Ozawa and Bokado Negoro at the Japanese temple, Indosan Nipponji, in Bodh Gaya, India.

57.
Director Roger Nygard with Japanese Buddhist monks Miki Ozawa and Bokado Negoro at the Japanese temple, Indosan Nipponji, in Bodh Gaya, India..

58.
Shaikh M. Talib, Muslim Cleric, Mumbai, India.

59.
Pandit Jasraj, Indian Classical vocalist, and a foremost exponent of Hindustani classical music and Mewati Gharana.
60.
Pandit Jasraj, Indian Classical vocalist, and his daughter, actress/producer, Durga Jasraj.
61.
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, feeding his pet elephant, at the Art of Living Ashram in Bangalore, India.

62.
Roger Nygard filming Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, spiritual and humanitarian leader, founder of the international Art of Living Foundation, Bangalore, India.
63.
The Venerable John Beer MA, Archdeacon of Ely, and Reverend Canon Dr. Alan Hargrave, Cathedral Church of Ely.

64.
Roger Nygard at Christ Church, Oxford, England.

65.
Director Roger Nygard interviewing Taoist Qiu Yuanxing (Heven), at Bai Yun Guan (White Cloud Temple), Beijing.

66.
Director Roger Nygard at the Great Wall of China north of Beijing.
67.
Zhang Chengda, Taoist Master and Abbot of Azure Cloud Temple, Taishan Mountain, China.

68.
Director Roger Nygard interviewing Professor Chen Lai, Ph.D., Director of the Center for Confucian Study and the History of Chinese Philosophy at Peking University, Beijing.

69.
Rosie Echelmeier, artist, owner of Spirit of the Goddess store.
70.
Pope Benedict XVI (Joseph Alois Ratzinger) in his Pope cart after his weekly general audience at the Vatican.
71.
Pope John XXIII (died June 3, 1963) on display at the Vatican.  The body is extremely well-preserved—a condition which the Church ascribes to the lack of oxygen in his sealed triple coffin.
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Nancy Ellen Abrams, With her husband, cosmologist Joel Primack, she co-authored a prize-winning article on quantum cosmology and Kabbalah.
Rob Adonis, founder of Ultimate Christian Wrestling

Aha, Spiritual Guru and Transpersonal Undoing Agent (Christopher Walkoski)

Javed Akhtar, Urdu and Hindi (Hindustani) poet, lyricist and scriptwriter from India

Darryl Anka, channeler of alien called Bashar

Matthew Alper, Neuro-theologist, author of The God Part of the Brain, New York, NY

Butch Anthony, Folk Artist, Seal, Alabama
Jon Caven-Atack, Author, A Piece of Blue Sky: Scientology, Dianetics and L. Ron Hubbard Exposed, Nottingham, England
Amiri Baraka, Author, Activist, and former New Jersey Poet Laureate 
Mr. Dean Barlese, Native American Spiritual Leader, Pyramid Lake Paiute and Yakima Native American, Pyramid Lake Reservation, Nixon
Orville Barlese, Paiute tribe, Pyramid Lake Reservation

Trip Barthel, M.A., Bahai, Mediator
Laurel Barrett, Founder of Heroes For Humanity, Author and Speaker

Marcia Bartusiak, journalist, author, professor

The Venerable John Beer MA, Archdeacon of Ely
Ziv Ben-Eliahu, philosopher

Pope Benedict XVI, Pope

Body of Pope John XXIII, preserved under glass

Father Paul Bernadicou, S.J., Chair, Department of Theology and Religious Studies, 
University of San Francisco

Dr. Steve Biller, Physicist, Sudbury Neutrino Observatory, Oxford, England
Bruce Biggins (Bruce Lyon), Ultimate Christian Wrestling

Mehera Blum, Baba Lover
Geoffrey Bolt, Diogenist, Writer

Jack Bowen, professor of philosophy, professor of philosophy, Menlo School, author of "The Dream Weaver: One Boy's Journey Through the Landscape of Reality" 
Paokic Branislaya, a white witch and healer in Serbia, specializing in removing evil spells.
Donal Broderick, Parish Priest, parish of Glanworth & Ballindangan, Ireland

Joshua Brown, Project Manager, Orthodox Jew, Tel Aviv, Israel

Joe Brown, Resource Development Associate, Tel Aviv, Israel

Ralph E. Burns, Paiute tribe, Pyramid Lake Museum
Orson Scott Card, science fiction writer, author of Ender's Game
Richard C. Carrier, author of Sense and Goodness without God
His Holiness Swami Chaitanyananda, Chinmaya Mission Ashram
Zhang Chengda, Taoist Master, and Abbot of Azure Cloud Temple, Taishan Mountain, China

Professor Jack Cohen, reproductive biologist, author, Newent, England
Pastor Jerald Crawford, Eagle Wings Ministries
R. Dale Daly (Minister), Christian Rodders  & Racers Association
Jeannie Daly, Christian Rodders  & Racers Association

Colt Derringer (Scott Cabe), Ultimate Christian Wrestling

Monsignor Domenico Umberto D’Ambrosio, Archbishop of Manfredonia and the Holy See's "delegate" to the Padre Pio shrine at San Giovanni Rotondo

Dr. Gene Dantsker, Physicist, Vice President of Technology and co-founder of Nanostream
Varsha Das, Director, National Gandhi Museum, Delhi, India
Srestha Das, Co-President, Krishna Balaram Temple
Baba Ramcharan Das, an Hindu Sadhu, at the Kumbh Mela in Allahabad, India.

Richard Dawkins, British ethnologist and evolutionary biologist, who holds the Charles Simonyi Chair for the Public Understanding of Science at the University of Oxford, author of The Selfish Gene, The God Delusion
Aurora Luna dePlata (Denita E. Murphy), waitress, Café Gratitude
Justin Dirt, Ultimate Christian Wrestling

Teresa Dixon, Paiute tribe, Pyramid Lake Reservation

Harold Dixon, Paiute tribe, Pyramid Lake Reservation

Rosie Echelmeier, artist, owner of Spirit of the Goddess store
Father Ermelindo Di Capua, Our Lady of Grace Friary, San Giovani Rotondo
Choten Dorji, Buddhist Monk

Ann Druyan, co-author of the Cosmos series and book, co-producer of the film Contact, wife of the late Carl Sagan.
Charlotte Duke, member of Cathedral of Hope
Cardinal Avery Dulles, Professor of Religion and Society at Fordham University in The Bronx, New York

Michael Duff, Abdus Salam Professor of Theoretical Physics, Imperial College London, 

Reverend Clinton J. Edison, Baptist minister at the New Zion Missionary Baptist Church, and Holy Smoke Barbecue Restaurant, Huntsville, TX
Ilan Eshkoli, film production, Tel Aviv, Israel

Shelly Eshkoli, Tel Aviv, Israel

Mike Fiedler, Senior Systems Administrator for a educational software
development company, Tel Aviv, Israel
Ralph A. Frank, Folk Artist, Columbus, Georgia
Stevie Ray Fromstein, Stand Up Comic, Television Writer

Sylvester James Gates, Jr., John S. Toll Professor of Physics, University of Maryland, College Park, MD
Steven Gao, Tour Guide, Qufu & Tai An

Jeanette Gardzelewski, artist

Bobby Gaylor, Spoken Word Artist, Writer

Daniel J. Geduld, Sound Recording Mixer, Atheist

Geltshen, Buddhist Monk

Ali Ghiasian, Taxi Driver

Daniel Gilbert, Harvard College Professor of Psychology, author of the international bestseller Stumbling on Happiness 

Magus Peter H. Gilmore, High Priest, Church of Satan, New York, NY
Jon B. Greenfield, MD, orthopedic surgeon

Vikram Hazra, meditation teacher, Art of Living Ashram

Reverend Canon Dr. Alan Hargrave, Cathedral Church of Ely

John Heric, Real Estate Investor

Jacob Hill, Bahai, student
Reverend Dr. Jo Hudson, Senior Pastor & Rector, Cathedral of Hope Church, Dallas, Texas
Swami Dharmananda Jain, Jainist

Coy James, Canon of Commuication and Development, Cathedral of Hope
Pandit Jasraj, Indian Classical vocalist, and a foremost exponent of Hindustani classical music and Mewati Gharana.
Lee Jennings, Drag Racer
V. S. Bhau Kalchuri, Baba Lover, and one of Avatar Meher Baba's mandali (close disciples), Meher Pilgrim Retreat, Ahmednagar 

Rabbi Baruch Kaplan, Jerusalem, Israel
Sudha Kapoor, Om Shanti

Devora Kessin, Tel Aviv, Israel
Joe Keyes, Playwright, Actor

Irvin Kirshner, Film Director (Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back)

Robert Kirshner, Clowes Professor of Science; Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics
Lorie Kulberg, Owner of Culture Shock store

Robert A. Labelle, Soldiers for Jesus
Professor Chen Lai, Ph.D., Director of the Center for Confucian Study and the History of Chinese Philosophy at Peking University, Beijing  

Gary M. Laderman, PHD, Professor of American Religious History and Cultures at Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia

Eric Ladizinsky, Director of Technical Operations, D-Wave Systems Inc., The Quantum Computing Company TM, Vancouver, B.C., Canada
Athena M. LameBull, Paiute tribe, Pyramid Lake Reservation

Reverend Canon J. Michael Law, Cathedral Church of Ely

Oceana Lawler-Larsen, Waitress, Café Gratitude

Michael Leahy, Film Producer

R. E. Mark Lee, Executive Director of the Krishna Murti Foundation of America

Dr. Scott A. Lukas, Anthropologist, Chair, Anthropology & Sociology, Lake Tahoe Community College
Friar Pasquale Magro, Museum Curator, Basilica of Saint Francis in Assisi

Swami Ramdasji Maharaj, Sadhu
Rollo Maughfling, Archdruid of Stonehenge and of the Glastonbury Order of Druids, The Council of British Druid Orders' Stonehenge Officer 

Bobby McDonald, Youth Pastor of the Vinyard Church, Conroe, Texas
Raymond McDonald, Pastor of the Vinyard Church, Conroe, Texas
Teresa McDonald, wife of Pastor Raymond McDonald

Neha Kumari Mittal, Hindu

Patricia Moreno, Fitness Instructor

Minister Tony Muhammad, leader of Muhammad Mosque No. 27, Western regional headquarters of the Nation of Islam, Los Angeles, California
Jim Murphy, Drag Racer, World Record Holder, Top Fuel Champion, Four Time World Champion
Father Jeremiah (Derry) Murphy, Union of the Catholic Apostolate

Dr. Zakir Naik, the founder and president of the Islamic Research Foundation (IRF), a non-profit organization that owns Peace TV network in Bombay, India 
Arne Naess, Philosopher

Bokado Negoro, Buddhist monk of Indosan Nipponji, the Japanese Buddhist temple in Bodh Gaya, India.

Dr. Andrew Newberg, Director of Clinical Nuclear Medicine, Director of NeuroPET Research, and Associate Professor in the Department of Radiology at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, author of Why God Won’t Go Away
Michael E. Nielsen, Ph.D., Department of Psychology, Georgia Southern University

Larry Niven (Ringworld), science fiction author
Rishi Nityapragya, Meditation Teacher, Art of Living Ashram
Sisters’ Congregation of Mary Immaculate Queen, Saint Michael’s Convent, Spokane, Washington.  Sister Mary Julianna, Sister Mary Dominica, Sister Mary Immaculata, Sister Mary Paula, Sister Mary Loretta
Flip Orley (aka “Hypnoman”), Hypnotist, performer of stage hypnosis
W. Roger Painter, Tour Guide, Cathedral Church of Ely
Ajit K. Pal, professor of psychology (deceased, 2006)
King Arthur Pendragon, official Swordbearer of the Secular Order of Druids, member of the Council of British Druid Orders.

Tim Powers, Author

Joel R. Primack, professor of Astronomy and Astrophysics at the University of California, Santa Cruz, co-authored the Theory of Cold Dark Matter

Satyen Raja, Kung Fu Master, President of Warrior Sage

Jainendra Kumar Rai, Tour Guide, Varanasi, India
Chloe Anne Revery, 13 years old

Gabe Revery, 13 years old
James Riovan, Pan Religious Pilgrim
Dr. Dan Rose,  Freudian psychologist, Director of the Counseling Center at Columbus State University, Columbus, Georgia 
Walt Ryba, guitarist and vocals, Christian rock band One In Him

Pamela Ryba, bass guitar, Christian rock band One In Him
Dr. Randolph K. Sanders, Clinical Psychologist, Former President of the Christian Association for Psychological Studies
Ljubisav Sandulovic, Serbia Fortune Teller and Prophet

Ann Rowe Seaman, author of biographies of televangelist Jimmy Swaggart and murdered atheist leader Madalyn Murray O'Hair.

Alan F. Segal, professor of Religion, Barnard College, Columbia, author of Life After Death: The Afterlife in Western Religions
Robert Seven, (aka Spoonman; aka Frito), Folk Artist, Minister of Intertwangleism
Richard H. Schlagel, Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy, author of The Vanquished Gods: Science, Religion, and the Nature of Belief, Washington, DC
Oded Sharon, Computer Game Creator, Tel Aviv, Israel
Rameshwar Shastri, Hindu Pundit
Michael Shermer, Executive Director of the Skeptics Society, Founding Publisher of Skeptic Magazine, Adjunct Professor of Economics at Claremont Graduate University, Pasadena, CA
Leonard Shlain, Chairman of Laparoscopic surgery at the California Pacific Medical Center in San Francisco, Associate Professor of Surgery at UCSF, author of The Alphabet vs. The Goddess, and Sex, Time and Power

Professor Li Shaoqiang, Qufu Normal University
Saurabh Shukla, Tour Guide, Allahabad, India
His Holiness Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, spiritual and humanitarian leader, founder of the international Art of Living Foundation, Bangalore, India

Kanwer Deep Singh of the Sikh temple, Gurdwara sis ganj, in Delhi, India

David Spergel, Professor of Astrophysical Sciences, Princeton, NJ
Brother Jed Smock (George E Smock), Confrontational Evangelist
Cynthia Smock, Confrontational Evangelist

Charlotte Smock, Justina Smock, Smock, Priscilla Smock, children of Jed and Cynthia Smock

Joel Soisson, Film Producer
Robert Solomon, professor and scholar of Continental Philosophy and Existentialism at the University of Texas, Austin, (deceased, 1-7-2007)
William A. Sullivan, Composer

Clara E. Sullivan, retired nurse
Leonard Susskind, the Felix Bloch professor of theoretical physics at Stanford University, co-discovered string theory.

Julia Sweeney, Actor, Writer, Monologist (Letting Go of God)
Dr. Pema Tenzin, Central Institute of Higher Tibetan Studies, Sarnath, India
Reverend Thurmond N. Tillman, Pastor of the First African Baptist Church, Savannah,  Georgia
Big Lenny Timpone, Chef, Santarpio’s Pizza, Boston, Massachusetts.

John Henry Toney, Folk Artist, Seale, Alabama

Anthony R. Torres, Atheist

Per Inge Torkelsen, Comedian

Professor Kailash Tuli, Psychologist, Institute for Integrated Learning in Mangement, New Delhi, India 

Shaikh M. Talib, Muslim Cleric

Natasha Underwood, Waitress, Café Gratitude (baby tattoos)

Clint Van Hooser, drummer, Christian rock band One In Him

Larry G. Van Pelt, former Air Force Pilot, artist of the With You Always website, Niceville, Florida
Yun Yun “Vicky” Wang, Tour Guide, Beijing
Buddhist Monk Thenzing Wangcher, the Namgyal (Tibetan) Monastery in Bodh-Gaya, India

Professor David L. Wark, Professor of Physics, Imperial College London and the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, Oxford, England
Austin Watson, Ultimate Christian Wrestling

Naomi Wiener, Tel Aviv, Israel

Tom Westbrook, airline pilot, member of Cathedral of Hope

Melissa Wetkowski, college student
Stanford E. Woosley,  physicist, and Professor of Astronomy and Astrophysics, the director of the Center for Supernova Research at University of California, Santa Cruz.

David Wulff, Professor of Psychology, Wheaton College, author of the textbook The Psychology of Religion, Norton, Massachusetts

Qiu Yuanxing (“Heven”), Taoist Monk, Bai Yun Guan (White Cloud Temple), Beijing.

Todd Zane (Todd Stansell), Ultimate Christian Wrestling

Zhou, Chef
- 
 -

